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Friends travel huge distances to 
pay respects to much-loved couple
THEY touched countless lives with 
their kindness, wisdom, selflessness 
and enthusiasm to help others.

Combined with their devotion to 
one and other, Bill and Anne Barbour 
were loved and adored by many.

And when the couple tragically 
died last year their sad passing sent 
shock waves around the county.

Anne Barbour, suffering from the 
advanced stages of Alzheimer’s dis-
ease, was found dead at the family 
home on the Sligo Road in Enniskil-
len.

A postmortem found she had died 
from suffocation. The body of her 
husband Bill, a former teacher at 
Portora Royal School, was recovered 
from Rossole Lough. He had drowned 
himself.

After their deaths it was learnt that 
the couple had an agreement to end 
their lives if Mrs. Barbour’s Alzheim-
er’s disease got “too degrading”.

And as their poignant last pic-
ture (kindly donated by their family) 
shows, the couple were together to the 
very end.

After their private funeral at Rosel-
awn Crematorium in Belfast in No-
vember, their family sought ways to 
hold some sort of public event to al-
low those that knew them well the op-
portunity to pay their own respects.

And so a fitting celebration of Bill 
and Anne’s lives took place at the 
Erne Integrated College in Enniskillen 
at the weekend, arranged by principal 
(and Bill’s former pupil) Tom Noble.

“Friends of Anne and Bill have 
travelled huge distances from places 
like Cork, Scotland and England. I 

welcome the many who have come 
from so many professional, civic, edu-
cational and political backgrounds. We 
are here to celebrate the lives of two 
very special people who we all love 
and whose lives have inspired all of us 
in so many unique ways.” he said.

Bill, a firm supporter of integrated 
education worked tirelessly with oth-
ers to secure such an establishment in 
Enniskillen.

“He once told me about an unan-
nounced visit he made to the Ulster 
Bank in Donegal Square in Belfast 
in 1993. He asked for the manager 
and said: “I’d like to borrow £4 mil-
lion pounds to set up a new integrated 
school in Enniskillen.” So then a 
somewhat bemused manager said: 
“Let’s go out for lunch.” While Bill 
didn’t go away with the cash in his 
pocket, he certainly paved the way 
in negotiating a series of bank loans 
which enabled this school to become 
established,” said Mr. Noble.

John Maxwell joined Bill in cam-
paigning for the introduction of an in-
tegrated movement in Fermanagh.

“After the Remembrance Day bomb 
in Enniskillen in 1987, a group called 
Enniskillen Together was formed, 
whose aim was to try and bridge the 
political and religious divide. A sub 
committee  was formed to examine 
the possibility of developing an inte-
grated education sector as part of the 
education system in Fermanagh. Bill 
was an enthusiastic member of this 
group,” he said.

Mr. Maxwell also recounted a hu-
morous tale while a student at Portora 
Royal School. 

“I have a particular memory of a 
certain rugby match when Bill was 

the referee. These house matches of-
ten tended to be bad tempered, some-
what vicious affairs and this one was 
no different. At one point a fight broke 
out among the forwards in a ruck, fol-
lowed by a shout: “For God’s sake get 
off me or I’ll****” - more profanity 
which I’ll not repeat. Thereupon there 
was a very loud blast on a whistle, 
followed by complete silence while 

we waited to see what Bill would 
do - and expecting at the very least 
to be severely reprimanded. After a 
pause which seemed to go on forever, 
Bill said very quietly ”I’m afraid the 
Lord cannot be much help to you in 
this situation.” Both teams dissolved 
in laughter and a potentially difficult 
situation was diffused. This was typi-
cal of Bill’s way of handling difficul-

ties and I learnt a lesson that day,” he 
laughed.

Other tributes came from Mr. Bar-
bour’s former colleagues. Robert 
Northridge, deputy principal at Por-
tora Royal School, Billy Dickson, 
chairman of the Fermanagh branch of 
the Royal British Legion and Alliance 
party member Eric Bullick.

Bringing the service to a close, the 

couple’s eldest son James explained 
how he and his family were over-
whelmed by the shock and the sud-
denness of their deaths. Looking back 
at their lives, Mr. Barbour said he 
thought his parents were “immensely 
fortunate”.

“Their views on several matters 
were not widely shared in Enniskillen 
but people made space for them, and 
respected their hard work and good 
intentions, and agreed to differ. They 
had many friends and did not seem to 
make enemies. And they loved the set-
ting in which they found themselves; 
the countryside of Fermanagh. On 
foot, on bicycles, by car and by row-
ing boat, their delight was exploring 
Fermanagh’s wild places, and they 
passed that delight on to us, their chil-
dren,” he said.

Forty-seven years ago, Bill bought 
the old National School at Topped 
Mountain Lough and gradually reha-
bilitated it as a dwelling. 

“He and mother dreamed of mov-
ing to live there year round, but in the 
end did not do so. Possibly there was 
some early intimation of Mother’s 
Alzheimer’s disease - and many years 
into retirement, they eventually sold 
the property,” explained James. 

“Mother’s Alzheimer’s disease pro-
gressed slowly but relentlessly, and as 
the years went by, she lost the ability 
to converse sensibly. But they contin-
ued in great companionship because 
of their love of the open air, and they 
worked away steadily at their garden, 
and walked daily, except in the worst 
weather.

“Mother’s progressive loss of men-
tal capacity was a heavy and increas-
ing burden, but for a very long time 

they were able to adapt their lives so 
that they could still be happy. Their 
love and guidance is treasured by 
four children and ten grandchildren. 
They had the privilege of rearing their 
family in what still seems to me close 
to the best possible setting for doing 
this. The community around them ac-
cepted them, and they in turn served 
that community, and things they did 
have helped to strengthen it and make 
it better able to face the future. And 
they were able to live independently 
and privately as a couple till their very 
last evening. They are much missed, 
but theirs were full lives, lives to be 
celebrated,” he said.

Bill Barbour on the campaign trail for the Alliance party in 1983.

The last photograph of Bill and Anne Barbour, taken on Lough Erne, in September last year.

The couple in 1982.

David Forde, (left), leader of the Alliance party speaking with Arlene Foster, MLA, 
during the Bill and Anne Barbour tribute on Saturday with Stephen Farry of the 
Alliance party (centre) <<

Left: Guests who paid tributes to the late Bill and 
Anne Barbour are from left, Tom Noble, Integrated 
College; John Maxwell, Robert Northridge, Portora; 
James Barbour, son of the late Bill and Anne 
Barbour, Billy Dixon, Royal British Legion and 
Eric Bullick, Alliance.<<

Neville and Florence McElderry of the Alliance party.

Holocaust survivors 
will share stories
ENNISkILLEN Castle Mu-
seums are holding a series 
of talks for schools and the 
general public in January, 
linking with the international 
Holocaust Memorial Day 
2010.  Two Holocaust Survi-
vors, Eva Clarke and Joanna 
Millan have been invited to 
Enniskillen Castle to talk 
about their own very moving 
personal testimonies.  The 
theme of Holocaust Memo-
rial Day 2010 is ‘The Legacy 
of Hope’. 

Holocaust Memorial Day 
– January 27, 2010 – marks 
the 65th anniversary of the 
liberation of the concentra-
tion camp, Auschwitz-Birk-
enau.  Holocaust Memorial 
Day 2010 offers an oppor-
tunity to listen to the voices 
from the Holocaust and Nazi 
persecution.

Eva Clarke was born in 
Mauthausen Concentration 
Camp, Austria, on 29th April 
1945. She tells the remark-
able story of how she and 
her mother survived – the 
only two members of her 
immediate family to do so. 
Joanna Millan was born Bela 
Rosenthal in August 1942 
in Berlin.  Despite all the 
odds stacked against her, she 
managed to survive as an or-
phaned toddler in Theresien-
stadt, a concentration camp 
50 miles outside Prague.

Eva Clarke highlights the 
importance of holding these 
talks: “When I tell my story 
to others, what I try to do 

is not only remember and 
commemorate all those peo-
ple who died, but also try to 
educate about the lessons of 
the Holocaust.  It’s important 
to teach about respecting the 
individual from a very early 
age, to create a legacy of 
hope for the future”.

The following events will 
be taking place:

Tuesday 19 January Eva 
Clarke Holocaust Survivor.  
Time: 1pm (Schools pro-
gramme)

Tuesday 19 January Eva 
Clarke Holocaust Survi-
vor: Time 7pm (Public pro-
gramme)

Wednesday 20 January 
Eva Clarke Holocaust Sur-
vivor. Time 10am (Schools 
Programme)

Tuesday 26 January Joan-
na Millan Holocaust Sur-
vivor. Time: 1pm (Schools 
programme)

Tuesday 26 January Joan-
na Millan Holocaust Survi-
vor. Time: 7pm (Public pro-
gramme)

Wednesday 27 Janu-
ary Joanna Millan Holo-
caust Survivor. Time 10am 
(Schools programme)

Prior booking is essen-
tial.  Please contact Museum 
Reception for details on 028 
6632 5000 from NI The talks 
have been organised in con-
junction with the Holocaust 
Educational Trust, with fund-
ing from the Community Re-
lations Unit (OFMDFM) and 
Fermanagh District Council.
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used cars
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Models shown for illustration purposes only. All prices and offers correct at time of going to print. The Donnelly Motor 
Group reserves the right to withdraw these offers at any time, without notice. Errors and ommissions excluded.

With outlets Provincewide, if you are thinking about buying 
a car, call the Donnelly Group Motorstore FIRST!

2010 Dodge Journey 2.0 SXT (7Seater) Diesel Auto Red.................................................£17,995  
2010 Chevrolet Captiva 2.0 CDTI 4x4 Diesel Manual Grey...............................................£13,995  
2010 Daihatsu Terios 1.5 (5 Door) Petrol Manual CHOICE....................................... From £9,995  
2010 Chevrolet Lacetti 1.6 SX (4 Door with Full Leather) Petrol Manual Blue ....................£9,995  
2010 Nissan Tiida 1.6 SE (4 & 5 Doors) Petrol Manual CHOICE.............................. From £8,995  
2010 Daihatsu Sirion 1.0 GLX (5 Door) Petrol Manual CHOICE............................... From £7,995  
2009 Dodge Nitro 2.8 SXT 4x4 Diesel Manual Red ..........................................................£12,995  
2009 Citroen C5  1.6 HDI VTR+ Diesel Manual Blue ........................................................£12,995  
2009 Citroen C3 Picasso 1.6 HDI VTR+ Diesel Manual Black ..........................................£11,995  
2009 Nissan Primastar 1.9 DTI 115 SE Diesel Manual White ................................. £10,995 +VAT  
2009 Nissan Qashqai 1.6 Visia Choice Of Colours ...........................................................£12,995
2008 Citroen C4 Grand Picasso 1.6 HdI VTR+  (CHOICE) Diesel Manual ............. From £13,995  
2008 Toyota Avensis TR D4D (CHOICE) Diesel Manual ......................................... From £11,995  
2008 Toyota Auris 1.4 TR D4D Diesel Manual Silver.........................................................£10,995  
2008 SsangYong Kyron 2.0D SE (Full leather) Diesel Auto Silver.....................................£10,995  
2008 Citroen Xsara Picasso 1.6 HDI VTX Diesel Manual Grey...........................................£9,995  
2008 Vauxhall Vectra 1.9 CDTi Exclusive Diesel Manual Red.............................................£9,995  
2008 Skoda Octavia 1.9 TDI Ambiente 5 Door Diesel Manual Grey ...................................£9,995  
2008 Vauxhall Agila 1.3 CDTi Design (New Model) Diesel Manual Blue.............................£8,995  
2008 Mitsubishi Lancer 1.6 Equippe 4 Door Petrol Auto Grey.............................................£7,495  
2007 Mini Cooper Works Replica 35k In White Black Roof ...............................................£10,495
2007 Citroen Berlingo Mulitspace (Wheel Chair Access Vehicle) Diesel Manual Red ........£9,995  
2007 Skoda Roomster 3 1.4 TDI 5 Door Diesel Manual Sahara Gold.................................£7,995  
2006 New Model SsangYong Rexton Auto 4x4 With Leather ..............................................£7,995
2006 Nissan X-Trail Silver 48k 2.2 Dci.................................................................................£7,995
2006 Honda Jazz 1.4 SE Petrol Manual Grey .....................................................................£7,395  
2006 Skoda Fabia 1.6 Ambiente Petrol Auto Red................................................................£5,995  
2005 Audi A4 TDI SE Diesel Manual Blue...........................................................................£9,995  
2005 Ford Mondeo 2.2 TDCI 150bhp Ghia Diesel Manual Silver ........................................£6,995  
2005 Vauxhall Astra 1.6 Elite (Full Leather) Petrol Manual Black........................................£5,995  
2005 Peugoet 206 2.0 HDI Sport Diesel Manual Red .........................................................£5,995  
2005 Ford KA 1.3 Design 3 Door Petrol Manual Red ..........................................................£3,995
2004 Nissan Tino 2.2 TD SE Diesel Manual Silver..............................................................£4,995  

2008 Citroen C4 Grand Picasso 1.6 HdI VTR+; (CHOICE); Diesel; Manual

From £13,995


